CHAPTER VII
DISEASE, DEVILS, AND DEVIL-DOCTOKS
DISEASE among Hindus and Muhammadans is
believed to be the direct work of an evil spirit.
Idiocy and insanity are possession of the devil,
and nothing will persuade the Oriental that it is
otherwise. The native doctor must be, first and
foremost, something of a magician and be able to
cast out devils and control them. The Triplicane
Muslims have borrowed part of their ritual from
the Hindus, and (like them) use flowers, fruit,
sweets, camphor, and butter. They add magic
squares and circles, and make their invocations in
the name of a jinn or demon coupled with one of
the many names of Allah. The invocation is as
follows: " I adjure you, Futhoomu Nubeeun, by
the seal of Solomon the son of David, come from
the east, come from the west, from the right and
from, the left. In the name of the Deity come.
Whatever it be that has taken possession of the